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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed to explore the artistic style, the production process, the management, and the
marketing of mud-dyed and naturally-dyed fabric, as well as the value promoting to have the products recognized.
Data was collected from a purposive sample of members of Ban Nong Buadang Women's Co-operative Guild,
Amphur Nong Buadang, Chaiyaphum Province.

The artistic style of mud-dyed and naturally-dyed fabric is the development from traditional Mad Mee
pattern. The new patterns are designed by the weaver herself, among the group members, or by the weaver and the
customer. The patterns, reflecting daily life and surrounding, have harmonious and remarkable colour schemes.
The unique local patterns and motifs are still maintained yet modernized for example Bai Sri pattern, Kor Naak

Yai (large naga hook) pattern, Naak Khu (twin naga) Mad Mee pattern, Kor Yai (large hook) pattern, Khai Mod



Dang (red-ant egg) pattern, Ta Sapparod (pineapple-eye) pattern, Son Chat (Norfolk Island pine) Mee pattern,
Naak (a sacred water serpent) combined with Khom Kao Jor Dok (nine-tied-section lanterns with floral drilled
pattern), Ung Teen Mee (bear’s paw) Mud Mee pattern, Sai Fon (rainfall) Mee pattern, Mak Chab (water chestnut)
pattern, Nok (bird) Mad Mee pattern, Khom Ha (five-tied-section lanterns) Mee pattern, Kha Pia (ancient cotton
spinner) pattern, Khan (flowing water pattern) Mee pattern, and Mee Nuay pattern. Also, the dyeing process
mainly uses natural raw materials found in the community.

To produce mud-dyed and naturally-dyed fabric, the members of Ban Nong Buadang Women's Co-
operative Guild have applied the Mud Mee dyeing techniques to mud dyeing and natural dyeing. This ancient
dyeing process is the result of local wisdom handed down from the past. Mud-dyed fabrics are soft and
comfortable. Yarns are dyed before weaving process or the patterns are placed into the yarns by tying sections
with string before dyeing process. Cotton yarns are most commonly used in weaving rather than silk and artificial
ones. The domestic production of cotton yarns, with the widely use of ancient local tools, begins with harvesting
cotton, seperating cotton seeds from cotton fiber by using ew (an ancient tool for doing so), fluffing cotton,
spinning cotton thread, and collecting cotton thread ready for weaving.

Raw materials used in natural dyeing process are dyes from lac and dyes from different parts of plants

such as roots, barks, trunks, heartwood, leaves, flowers, fruits, and seeds. Two dyeing techniques are cold and hot
dyeing. Mordants like mud, or copper sulfate are used in natural dyeing process to obtain various shades of
colors.
To manage the operation and the production of Ban Nong Buadang Women's Co-operative Guild, tasks are
appropriately delegated to each individual member according to her particular expertise under the supervision of
the group leader of each village. To encourage human resource development, training courses are offered to the
members. They are then exposed to innovative ideas, and knowledge which can lead to life-long development, the
integrity and self sustenance of local community. Product processing can be done in two aspects that is product
processing by the group members themselves, and product processing by expert designers and dressmakers to
support the market, and to increase the attractiveness and the value of the products.

To promote the values of the products in order to be widely recognized, Ban Nong Buadang Women's
Co-operative Guild succeeds in creating their own renowned strong identity, differing from any other weaving
guilds, that is mud-dyed ancient sarong, and naturally-dyed cotton. 100% pure cotton fabrics, and natural dyes
from local plants can ensure that they are safe to wear and thus can create income for the group.

The research reveals the unique local wisdom which can help the members to subsidize their livelihood
and develop the community’s quality of life and self-sustenance.The production and management system can be
considered as a role model for other communities, and also as learning center for the community, academic

institutions, and interested people. This can in turn result in the endless transference of the social culture.



Key words: artistic style of mud-dyed and naturally-dyed fabric
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