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People’s Participation in Tambon Development Projects of
Tambon Administrative Organizations in Changwat Songkhla
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to investigate the forms and levels of people
participation in Tambon Development Projects of Tambon Administrative Organization
in Changwat Songkhla. This paper examined the relationship between personal factors,
factors of the length of time people live in the area, factors of being local leaders or
having been local leaders, and factors of attitudes towards local administration. In particu-
lar, Tambon Administrative Organization and people participation in Tambon Development
Projects. The study looked in to the four aspects of participation, in thinking, decision
making, practicing, and evaluating. Problems and obstacles were also investigated and
recommendations were made to increase the rate of participation. The population of this
quantitative study was a group of 379 household leaders living in the administrative areas
of Tambon Administrative Organization (TAO) in Changwat Songkhla, and 30 TAO
administrators. The questionnaire was used with the population consisting of 379 house-
hold leaders, and the in-depth interview was used with 30 TAO administrators who were
in the legislaturive, administrative, and implementation sections.

The overall level of participation was moderate. The level of people participation,
was the highest in implementing the project, followed by participation in follow-ups and
evaluating, thinking, and decision-making, respectively. The attitudes of most of the people
toward the local administration in the form of TAO was moderate.

There was a statistical difference in the participation in Tambon Development
Projects according to the subjects different educational background, income, family size,
length of time living in the area, and being or having been a local leader. Participation of
people who were different in their gender and age was not different.

The main problems and obstacles in people participation in Tambon Development
Projects of Tambon Administrative Organization in Changwat Songkhla found in the four
aspects were a result of the Tambon Administrative Organization not providing opportuni-
ties for people to fully participate in local activities. Therefore, it is recommended that
the Tambon Administrative Organization should provide opportunities for people to
express their opinions and exchange their views so that activities in the communities will

meet the objectives successfully and effectively.
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